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There are 2 documents in this set - this
JSRTTUARY . obituary in the Yarrawonga Mercury,
ARV BLJLPTTEAR Jand a speech about FJ Pitman's life by
one of his sons, RW Pitman (b 1874)

in our last issue we reportec the death of the Rev. F.J.Pitman,

out were unable to give a full account of his life. However, this
issue we are enawvled to do so. The death of the Rev. gentleman

nas renoved from the Yarravwonza district one of its earliest
nicneers and a highly respected citizen. Lir Pitman arrived in
Yarrawonga in 1877 from Chewton to take up the early church work

of this district, which was no lipht task as there were 1o roads
formed, anu only bush tracks along which to travel in fulfilling

nis ministerial duties. The Rev. gentleman was successful in
establishing a church which was composed of all Protestant
dgenominations. At that time the early settlers of the Protestant
cenonmination were in a larze majority - the district, and - - -

— — —. Hr PFitman successfully conducted services in the church
estavlished 1680, when he was — = = = - - owing to ill health.

He was educated at Western College Plymouth, and arrived at
Atelaide in 1854, In 1855, he was — - appointed to the ministerial
chiarLe of the Chewton Congregational Church, and was therefore,

one of the pioneer Congregational ministers of Victoria. lir Pitman
carriec¢ on his ministerial duties in - years, and during that time
cic¢ good service among those residing in the districts under his
charge. Although he retired in the year 1889, he still continued

to - service voth in the church and with the clergymen who succeeded
mm and also with the other denominations, and was always willing:

- - - intc the minds of his - abiding sense of the brotherhood of
man and the Fatherhood of God. He had a never Tailing faith in the
2igle, and "life after death", was the rock on which he leaned
through the many trials which he was called upon to bear. His hope
in life and beyond the grave found constant expression from his lips
in the words of Christ:- "In my father's house are many mansions: if
it were not so 1 would have told you. 1 go to prepare a place for
vou." His strong belief in these words gave him perfect calmness,
whilst he merely regarded death as the transition from the pains of
the flesh to the life eternal, Deceased suffered a great deal from
the time he retired from the ministry in 1889 till his death, and on
several occasions during that time he was not expected to rally
again. During his last illness the deceased fell out of bed and
sustainec a paralytic seizure down the left side which rendered him
helpless and almost blind, and he was hardly able to speak. Dr Denis
was attending him, and at the time saw that the end was very soon

to come, and after lingering for some time the Rev. gentleman
peacefully past away at 7 o'clock on the Tuesday evening, at the age
cf 73 years, He leaves several sons and daughters, the majority of
them residing in Yarrawonga, to mnrn his loss, and his death has
caused the deepest feelings of sorrow and regret throughout the
district, where he was beloved by all for his many good qualities,
@and his gentle and charitavle acts.

The funeral was followed by a large number of the residents of the
town and surrounding district, and members of the Fire Brigade, in
full uniform walked by the side of the hearse. The coffin was taken
te the Congregational Church, where a short sérvice was conducted
by tne PRev. W.S.Mearse assisted by the Fev. &. ''=nt. ThHe service
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.anrnilversary of ths Lnrrﬂwuﬂru e digtrict Congrezailonnl Jhurchas.
on tha nbova dﬂtﬂ-n..

". T — e
F . i

% H ,11?'1

'Mr.'ChaifﬁnnqLud{eﬂ & antlemen, whkat I prouvosad L2
do tonizht 1is ta give you an watline of my Inte rasasctad TnLﬁ?r'ﬁ
Hinisuerial Caréer.
f'-:. Fred;iﬂh.'iohn, Pltman born &t KilbRournse Port, Lowarszt-

~ghira Fnzland in the /anr 1675, La ng sduea’ad . ol ard
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Cnlle =a '1Plnﬂa laft Fngland In a gallip~ shia rrd lnnizd nt

Halhm:rna {Auatrﬂllal nlter 4 4 months voya=~a {n tha yaar 1457,

 thare he fonnd prncti;nll, 9 Uanvas Town, [rom Lalhairps Na
| viznt 19 Gu&tlamnin 8 Lown on tua Jandizo lins Aome bl mi]se
disawant from hellourne, horo Mo settled down onl astahlisbhal
;Ehuruhﬂaf'vli, Chewton, Purest H#111, & Sutton Jrangy, he minist-
-arad to tﬂaaa Churcﬁan for n period of 20 fanrs, ?rom iheara he
'l eame tu’YarfdhdﬁEEfih-:ha vaar 1077,

I am righﬁhip anying that my Pather was tha flirst Christlen
hinister of pr.jenuminutiun Ll this District, and he astablished |
Lha fGI1HWLh .Ifcdém, farrawonsza | Buandalors, Sauth fnrrﬁwﬁvﬁnd 2

i ¥ilby, to which he Minietered for s period of 10 Yenrs, then sn

iaccaunt of 111 health he wan compelled to reslzn, howsver he took

,..- BN active: part In the Churchas, und acted as sacrﬁtar; ap to he

time of his Dﬂafh,lwhinh took place on the 1Uth of February 1906,
this brings us to the end of my Pathers career.

From the time my Father gave pp until now wo heve had

'sevaral'ﬁinlﬂtﬂrs all of whom did good work, You now havae ths
Rey, Mr. Dunstan, who I am zlad to ba abhle Lo say 1= doinz well
and the churches ara prusperin.

I had:.hﬂ plauﬁura 0f acling ne Secrelary 12 Lne {arravengn
church ulﬁu‘%ha United Conmittees, for about 14 years, and
conslder it a great honour to have done so, it i® nie=s Por the old

Membera, of whlch thera are a numbear here Lonishi, 1o wnow thai

the churches are still doing well.
1

llow Ladies & santleman, All I have L0 say, anl spaali== on
bahalf of my Erothers, SisLarq & relativas, that [t is zratifr-
-in* for us to know, that the PuLllc of Lﬂffﬂ“@ﬂr” and Distriect,
Gharish tha Hamory nf our DLear Old Pather.
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